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CHAIR CARROLL: ... (gavel) ... Land Use Committee meeting of September 14, 2011, is now in
session. Good afternoon and we have a request first, please, if you have cell phones or anything

that makes noise, please turn it off. With us as Committee members this morning, we have our
Vice-Chair Mike White, Don Couch, Elle Cochran, --

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Aloha.

CHAIR CARROLL: --and Gladys Baisa. Joining us later, will be Riki Hokama. Excused, we have
Danny Mateo, Mike Victorino, and Joseph Pontanilla. Members, we also have with us this
morning, James Giroux, Deputy Corporation Counsel; Executive Branch representatives, Will
Spence, Planning Director; Ann Cua, Planning, Department of Planning; David Goode, Director
of Public Works; Lieutenant Scott English, Department of Fire and Public Safety; Clarence
Kenui, Lahaina District Commander, Department of Police. State Department of Transportation,
we have Jadine Urasaki, Deputy Director, Projects and CIP; David Shimokawa, Planner-Head,
Planning Staff, Marvin Moniz, Airports District Manager, Maui District; Charlene Shibuya,
Assistant District Engineer. We have Leilani Pulmano, Project Manager, Munekiyo & Hiraga,
Incorporated; Ryan Churchill, President and COO of Maui Land and Pineapple Company;
Pauline Martins, our Committee Secretary, and Kristine [sic] Hamman, our Legislative Attorney.
We have two items on the agenda today, LU-10 CHANGE IN ZONING FOR THE MAKAWAO
CONGREGATION OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES (HAIKU) and COMMUNITY PLAN
AMENDMENT, PROJECT DISTRICT PHASE I APPROVAL, AND CHANGE OF ZONING
FOR THE PULELEHUA PROJECT (LAHAINA). Public testimony on these items will be
accepted now. Those wishing to testify should sign up at the desk in the lobby. Testimony will
be limited to three minutes with one minute to conclude, if necessary. Testifiers are requested to
state their name for the record and indicate who they are representing, if appropriate. We will
now open public testimony. Ms. Hamman?
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... BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY ...
MS. HAMMAN: Mr. Chair, the first person signed up to testify is Gordon C. Cockett.

MR. COCKETT: Aloha, Mr. Chair, ladies and gentlemen of the Committee. Thank you for allowing
me to speak. I speak on the Pulelehua project. This project has been made pretty with perfume
and cosmetics. I beg all of us to look back at the work done by the GPAC on the Maui Island
Plan. Isn’t this Council body still working on our Urban Growth Boundaries? Shouldn’t this
project be made to wait until that is completed? This is prime agricultural land. Don’t we
already have projects approved for more than 1,500 units? Why do we need to add this to that?
I question the need to build more market-priced homes for people coming here from somewhere
else. We have a dire need for affordable housing for people already in the workforce here. Isn’t
there a new school offered for this project? A school next to an airport? I don’t think so. With
the already approved projects in the wings, population growth is obvious. Wouldn’t this thought
indicate that the airport will get busier? No need to draw a bigger picture on that thought. How
many more vehicles will this bring to the West side? Our highways are already overcrowded and
I’m told by qualified people that widening the Pali road will cost something like $800 million.
That’s million with an “m”. Will developers be made to contribute to this? Remember we still
have a Maalaea project and an Olowalu project to face soon. These are things which are obvious
to me. I’ll leave more of them for more intelligent people yet to speak. Thank you.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Members, any questions for the testifier? Hearing none, thank you.
MS. HAMMAN: The next person to testify is Ryan Kirkham.

MR. KIRKHAM: Aloha. My name is Ryan Kirkham and I’m here representing myself. I’m an
educator on the West side. I am here to voice my support of Pulelehua. As an educator in the
West side community, I feel that it is important to have an affordable housing development for
local educators, including myself. A community of learning is more effective if the teachers
actually live within the community in which they teach. They are better able to relate to the
children within the classroom. We are all aware of the struggles both public and independent
schools within the State of Hawaii face. This is only compounded by the fact that so many of the
educators, unable to afford their own home in, on Maui, move to the mainland to explore further
options there. We can all probably think of teachers who have been on Maui seemingly forever,
but we can probably think of many more who are forced to move off island. An affordable
housing community targeted towards West Maui working professionals will allow teachers
already living on the west, on, on West Maui, the opportunity to, to secure property for the long
term. A less-transient, more-established teaching community will only yield more positive
results for West Maui’s children. I love living and working within the West Maui community.
My children, my wife and I truly feel as though we’ve found a home there. Now all we need is a
house to call our home. Without Pulelehua, the chances of this are quite a bit slimmer. Thank
you.
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CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Questions for the testifier? Ms. Cochran?

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Chair. Thank you for being here. As an educator and
part of a school in West Maui, what’s your thoughts about a school being so close to an airport?

MR. KIRKHAM: You know, I was, I was thinking about that as I was sitting here before. The
elementary school I actually grew up going to is right across the street from an airport, and I
remember my fifth grade teacher constantly stopping class and identifying the new planes that
would come in. It, it never really was an issue, as a child, it never was an issue for, for me
growing up or, or my parents. It, it was an airport that probably was just a little bit smaller than
the Kapalua Airport, but, so, so a little bit less traffic, but, you know, the, the daily, the daily
grind of things and, and it would... I never gave it second thought. For this particular project, is
it, is it an issue as an educator, I don’t, I don’t see it being one, no.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR CARROLL: Any further questions for the testifier? Hearing none, thank you.
MR. KIRKHAM: Thank you.

MS. HAMMAN: The next person to testify is Charles Hirata.

MR. HIRATA: Good afternoon, Mr. Chair and Members. My name is Charles Hirata. I’m testifying as
an individual. I was the former Commander of the Lahaina Police District and we were
generally in favor of this project, primarily because of the housing it would provide for our
employees, majority of whom have to come across the Pali every day. The other, the other
consideration that we had was the fact that, that during times of an emergency it was difficult to
call back people because they all lived on the other side. So, you know, these, these are some of
the issues that, you know, I spoke about last time, and I was right when I said that this, this
project wasn’t going to be built before I retired.

And so, here we are, I’'m retired now. I’ve been retired for about year and one month. So, we had
generally been supportive of this project and, and for the reasons that it would provide housing
for, for people who would be working in the district as, for first responders, educators, and as
well as people working in the service industry, who wouldn’t have to make the, the commute and
therefore, keeping traffic more on that side of the island versus having to go across from the
Central area.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any questions for the testifier? Ms. Cochran?

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Chair. Hi, nice to see you, Mr. Hirata. Curious as a
retired police and, and public safety, in regards to such a project in that area where the airport is
actually an evacuation spot, did you contemplate or see any hindrance in such a community
being built on that one-way, kind of in and out right now, you know, as an evacuation area,
would it hinder the public safety of people getting in and out?
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MR. HIRATA: From, from our exercises and our planning, we well know that the highway itself in that
area is, is above the high-water mark so, so long as you on the highway, you’re pretty much safe.
And I believe the, the plan originally called for two, two entrances and exits and I think they’re
up to three now for the subdivision. and we’re also suggesting that they look at interconnectivity
with other the subdivisions so that people wouldn’t have to actually go on the highway to make
their trips into that subdivision or to the school. So that’s, that’s basically what we recommended
before. What Captain Kenui would testify to is maybe different from what, what I am talking
about now but I’ll leave that to him.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Mr. Hirata. Good to see you. Mahalo.

CHAIR CARROLL: Any further questions for the testifier? Hearing none, I'm glad you didn’t wait on
us for retire. Thank you. Ms. Hamman?

MS. HAMMAN: The next person to testify is Nell Woods.

MS. WOODS: Aloha, Chairman Carroll and Members of the Committee. My name is Nell Woods and
I’m here speaking as an individual. Thank you again for the opportunity to speak to the matters
on today’s agenda. Two weeks ago, I addressed what I’ve referred to as the deception, the
viability, the dangers and the lack of need for Pulelehua, not to mention the isolation of West
Maui. Today, I’d like to address a different perspective and that is whether or not the applicant
has the resources necessary to pursue this project to completion. Two weeks ago,
Councilmember Hokama asked Planning staff if this project would have gotten its 2006 positive
recommendation from the Planning Department in today’s economy. A better question is, would
the company that is before you now, in its current reduced circumstances even attempt this
project? The Maui Land and Pineapple Company of today is a mere shadow of the company
who originally proposed this project. When David Cole came to Maui Land and Pineapple, the
company was a vibrant, economic engine for agriculture, resort operations and development.
Decisions made from that point forward, when coupled with the economic downturn have
decimated the company. They closed and tore down the Kapalua Bay Hotel, tried to replace it
with a mega-luxury condo development and lost their entire investment. They’ve lost their
investment in the Ritz Carlton Hotel, have sold the two golf courses, and leased out the rest of
their interests including the Honolua Store in the resort. They’ve sold much of their Upcountry
land and closed their pineapple operations. Their West Maui pineapple workers as well as their
golf course and other resort employees were one of the primary justifications for Pulelehua. This
application for a Community Plan Amendment, rezoning, and Project District Phase I approval is
nothing more than an attempt to greatly inflate the current value of the land to make it more
attractive for sale to a better capitalized developer. The thought of thousands of people living,
working and going to school within a quarter mile of an airport quite frankly gives me the
heebie-jecbies. As the guy from the State Airports Division testified to the Planning Commission
a number of years ago, if he had his druthers, residential development wouldn’t be allowed
within five miles of an airport. Id like to believe that you have it in your hearts, but especially
in your heads to just say no to the applications before you today. However, if you can’t find it in
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your hearts and in your heads to just say no, I leave you with one request. If you say yes, please
find a way to make the first condition you impose be that these entitlements are immediately null
and void upon sale or transfer of the land to any other entity. Thank you.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any questions for the testifier? Ms. Cochran?

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Ms. Woods for being here. In your
testimony, the part that says as the guy from State Airports Division testified and then you have a
quote, you don’t recall the guy?

MS. WOODS: I didn’t make a note of that at the time, this is five years ago, but he testified as the
representative from the Airports Division back in 2005, 2006 when the Planning Commission
was hearing this matter.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Ms. Woods. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any further questions for the testifier? Hearing none, thank you.
Ms. Hamman?

MS. HAMMAN: The next person to testify is Marvin Tevaga.

MR. TEVAGA: Aloha, everyone. Thank you for this time to, given to testify of the Pulelehua project.
My name is Marvin Tevaga. I live in Lahaina. My wife and I have three kids and currently, I
renting, paying for a three-bedroom place and it’s kinda small, but we are grateful for that.
Currently at this time, we, we’ve been trying to buy a home, can’t afford to, to buy the home at
the prices that they are today. We’ve been on the support with the Pulelehua, I think the late of
2004. I’'m currently employed with the Maui Police Department and I work in Lahaina. I can
testify to what Captain Hirata said that when we do have accidents or times of emergency, it’s
hard to get our fellow officers from the other side to help us and assist us and, currently, right
now, I think there’s about four of us that live inside district. I think there’s about 25 that live
outside of district so, if; if need be, there’s, there’s the four of us that need to be there. As far as
trying to get a home, we...you know, I know there’s a lot of, there’s oppositions with, with a lot
of things, but right now, we...there’s nothing else we have. My wife is Hawaiian, native
Hawaiian. She speaks Hawaiian language, but she doesn’t have enough koko, she doesn’t have
enough blood to have a Hawaiian Home. So what else is left for us? We don’t have a home for
us from our parents, so there’s Pulelehua for us. So, hopefully with Pulelehua, it can move
forward. There is time for change in all things, there’s going to be a change 20 years from now,
everything’s going change. There’s going to be homes, beginning every single day, but what
about for us people who live there, work here, who call Hawaii our home for the, our entire life
and we can’t afford to pay for our own home when I’m paying for my landlord’s third house, you
know? They can have three homes; I can’t have one, something that I can leave for my kids and
my kids’ kids, you know, something small, so that’s it. Thank you.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any questions for the testifier? Ms. Cochran?
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COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Mr. Tevaga for being here. Just
want a little bit clarification, you said 4 live in district, 25 live outside, --

MR. TEVAGA: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: --is that strictly for Lahaina Police force? You have 29 people on
the force?

MR. TEVAGA: Well, we...I think, just roughly speaking, I think we have around 30 or so officers but
the 4 that I know of, the Lahaina, Lahaina officers that live in district are patrol officers.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you. I was just getting some numbers. Thank you. Thank
you, Chair.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any further questions? If not, thank you.
MR. TEVAGA: Mahalo.

CHAIR CARROLL: Ms. Cochran? I mean, excuse me, Ms. Haneman [sic]?
MS. HAMMAN: The next person to testify is Mike Foley.

MR. FOLEY: Chairman Carroll and Members of the Council, my name is Mike Foley. I’m a retired
land use planner. I live in Makawao, but I lived previously for 9, actually 11 years in, in Napili
and Lahaina, near the Pulelehua site. I’'m not representing any, any organization or landowner,
I’m speaking strictly as an individual. I’m here to support Pulelehua as I have consistently done
for too many years. While serving as Maui County’s Planning Director, I attended a lot of
community meetings and reviewed several master plans for large, multi-use development
projects. Pulelehua had the best design of those projects and one of the best locations. It has an
excellent mix of housing types, a school, which is much needed in West Maui, a compact
commercial area, and lots of open space. It’s an excellent design. Unlike other large projects,
Pulelehua is close to existing jobs, it’s adjacent to existing water and sewer lines owned by the
County, and it’s near an existing fire station. Other projects that you will review, especially
Olowalu, has none of these attributes. It’s not near any jobs, it’s, it doesn’t have water or sewer
system, isn’t near a fire station, isn’t near a school. Pulelehua has a lot of significant advantages
over these other master plan projects. I wanted to comment on the airport because it was a
significant issue when it was discussed by the Planning Commission five or six years ago. It
came up repeatedly. We had the same two people oppose the project on the airport because of
the airport. One of them you heard from today. When we met with the people from the Federal
Aviation Administration, and the State Division of Airports in the Highway Department, they
explained that there are a lot of limitations on that airport. It allows no private planes. They’ve
never had an accident. They had...they are not allowed to have night flights, there are no lights
on the runways. And the runway lengths are severely limited because they have deep gulches on
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each end of the runways. That was one of the reasons why the Pulelehua project above the
airport was discontinued because of the difficult access to the area above the, above the airport.
So the, the Staff and the Planning Commission supported this project, it did not feel that the
airport was a significant problem and I wish to continue that support today.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any questions for the testifier? I’ll start with Mr. White, followed by
Ms. Cochran, --

VICE-CHAIR WHITE: Thank you, Chair.
CHAIR CARROLL: --followed by ...(inaudible)...

VICE-CHAIR WHITE: While you were Planning Director, did you get numbers as to how many
employees that worked on the West side lived in Central or other areas outside of West Maui?

MR. FOLEY: Mr. White, we did have those statistics and I have to confess, I don’t remember what the
numbers were. Ann Cua might remember the numbers, but I, I remember we were amazed at the
number of people that commuted into West Maui and out of West Maui every day from Central
Maui and from South Maui, and we also were amazed at the number of times that the Pali
Highway was closed either because of accidents or because of fires. And I was one of those
people that was living on the West side but 1 was supposed to respond to emergencies in
Wailuku, and only if the emergency was appropriately timed would I have been in Wailuku
instead of Napili. So I don’t remember the numbers. There, there are an amazing number of
people that commute into West Maui, and we had a lot of people from the tourism industry
testify that they would love to live in Pulelehua instead of Wailuku or, or Kihei, but I don’t
remember the numbers specifically.

VICE-CHAIR WHITE: Well, maybe we can get those from the Department later, Chair, but our, our
ratio is about 50 percent live outside and 50 percent in, but I think because we’ve got a much, I
don’t want use the word “older” --employee group but, you know, our, because our hotel’s older,
we’ve got a much higher ratio, I think, of people that live in Lahaina than the other properties.
So, I think the, I think the demand is certainly there for units that come in at the right price
points, so . . .(inaudible). . .

MR. FOLEY: I remember that we had specific testimony from a number of teachers, as you’ve had
today and also from the Police Department and the Fire Department, both of whom said that it
was really significant that, it was really necessary that more police and fire personnel live in
West Maui instead of having to, to commute in, as you have heard previously.

VICE-CHAIR WHITE: Thank you. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you, Mr. White. Ms. Cochran?
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COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Chair and thank you, Mr. Foley, for being here. 1
wanted to ask you in regards to the airport, you stated the FFA [sic] said there’s many limitations
upon this airport. One of my questions is, you know, as population grows, there could be more
added flights and traffic to that airport. Has there been a cap on how many flights will actually
be allowed at that little airport? Do you know or maybe that’s a question for Airports, if you can
recall. Thank you.

MR. FOLEY: I remember we had statistics about how many flights we had from various different
carriers and some of those carriers don’t exist anymore. We had flights from Federal Express
and what’s the other...?

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: UPS? UPS?

MR. FOLEY: UPS and, and that was one of the justifications for having some industrial space up near
the airport and Pulelehua was to have some storage and processing space for UPS and Fed Ex. 1
remember that, that they said that the airport couldn’t really be expanded, because there, there
wasn’t room at either, at the end of either, either end of the runways because of topography and
the steep gullies that I had mentioned earlier, but I don’t remember whether there’s a maximum
number of flights. I do remember that the number of flights at that time, which was probably
five years ago, was, was quite small. I, I used the, the airport a lot when I was Planning Director
and lived in Napili, because it was very convenient and there were, there were, there were flights
to Honolulu, very easy and, and when I first started using that airport, you could show up at five
minutes before the flight and, and get on. And then later, much later, security tightened and you
had to actually stand in line like a real airport. But that, that airport is extremely convenient for
people in West Maui. Flo Wiger and I used to make frequent trips together and Kevin Baptist,
we used to fly over at 8:00 in the morning and fly back at 5:00 in the afternoon many times.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank, thank you, Chair.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. You have another question?
COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Yeah, I do have a follow-up. Sorry.
CHAIR CARROLL: Proceed.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Since former Planning Director and possibly quite aware of the
current West Maui Community Plan and the designation as this area being a park and...50 acre
park and then the, you know, the, the original plan for this, what, what’s your take on that? I
mean...

MR. FOLEY: You know, the, the regional park was discussed quite a bit. There were two locations
discussed, one above the airport, which I argued against because of the difficult access and the
fact that it was so far from Honoapiilani Highway. The other site, which I supported, was
adjacent to Honoapiilani Highway and it was just north of, of Pulelehua, between Pulelehua and

-9-



LAND USE COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui

September 14, 2011

the fire station, but on the mauka side of the highway. And the, the, the Parks Department was
involved with, in those discussions, but those were the two sites that were discussed for a
regional park, neither of which, of course, have come to fruition, but hopefully they will.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Mr. Foley. Thank you, Chair.
CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Ms. Baisa?

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: No thank you, Chair. My question was asked by miss, by Ms. Cochran
about the increase of activity at the airport. Thank you.

CHAIR CARROLL: Any further questions? Mr. Couch?
COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: Thank you, Mr. Foley. Nice to see you. ...(chuckle)...
MR. FOLEY: Strange circumstances.

COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: He used to be my boss. ...(Chuckie)... I...need...I wanted to ask you
does the Planning Department take into account a company’s ability to pull off a project or do
they, you know, as proper planning is that something that needs to be looked into?

MR. FOLEY: That’s an interesting question because in my 44 years of experience as a planner, more
than 25 as a planning director, I’ve discovered that many projects were not built by the, by the
applicant that got the projects approved. Lots of times, we were told that, oh yeah, we’re, we’re
here for the duration, we’re, we’re the applicant, we’re going to build this project, we’ll be here
forever, and soon after the approval by whoever, the project’s sold to someone else. My opinion
has therefore been formed that it doesn’t really matter who builds the project; what matters is the,
the elements of the master plan and the conditions of approval. It, it doesn’t, you know, it
doesn’t matter whether Maui Land and Pine builds it or whether Everett Dowling builds it or
Jesse Spencer builds it. If they build the master plan as you approve it, with conditions of
approval then it shouldn’t matter who the, who the builder is, because it, it...frankly, there’s no
way for you to tie it to a specific applicant or builder. I don’t believe that’s constitutionally
allowed, and, and, and quite often, circumstances beyond their control, it gets built by someone
else for some reason. In this case, this project’s been around now for more than five years.
Hopefully it will be built.

CHAIR CARROLL: Mr. Couch?

COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: Yes. The other question I had was do you as, as a planner, in multiple
cities, in multiple different types of communities, do you see a benefit of putting a kind of an
expiration date on entitlements?

MR. FOLEY: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: And...
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MR. FOLEY: Yeah. I, I've always found it unique that Maui County doesn’t have a sunset period on
its approvals of master plan projects. When I became Planning Director, I don’t know, five or
six years ago, I was shocked to hear about the Maui Lani project and the Kehalani project. I
didn’t know that either of them existed, because they had been approved some 10 years before.
And the problem is that the projects with outdated approvals have outdated standards of design
and conditions of approval, and you have different circumstances with respect to schools and the
proximity to fire stations. So yes, I, I think there should be a time limit. I mean it should be
reasonable, it shouldn’t be just a couple of years, because it takes a lot longer than that to draw
the detailed plans and get, get started on approvals or permits. But, but yeah, I think there should
be a time limit on, on large projects.

COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: Okay. And just for your, your math sake, it was eight years ago that
you became... Not four or five.

MR. FOLEY: Sorry.

COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: That’s alright.

MR. FOLEY: A senior moment.

COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: It’s been a while.

MR. FOLEY: It’s nice not to work anymore.

COUNCILMEMBER COUCH: Okay. I, I think that answers my questions. Thank you.

CHAIR CARROLL: Any further questions for the testifier? Hearing none, thank you.

MR. FOLEY: Like Captain Hirata, I...this project didn’t get built before I was retired either.

CHAIR CARROLL: Ms. Haneman [sic]?

MS. HAMMAN: The next person to testify is Bruce U u.

MR. U'U: Aloha, Chairman Carroll and Members of the Committee. My name is Bruce U'u. I’m an
Apprenticeship Coordinator for the Hawaii Carpenters Union, speaking in support of this project.
I was with Mr. Foley on the Planning Commission when this came before us. I haven’t seen him
in years and he brought back some memories on the, the lengthy time that we spent to see this
project. And you know what, you guys get a chance do ‘em before I retire, just to make that
statement. You guys get chance, by the way. But we spent a lot of time on this project. We, we

flew in people from Oahu and from the State to show up at the meeting, and we accommodated
them and I think you can thank, thank Ann and not Mike, but I think Ann did the hard work --
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MR. U'U: --’m kidding, Mike, but we grilled ‘em. I mean, we, we grilled ‘em about the proximity to
the airport, how close the...to closeness of the airport to the school and to the housing. And, and
I got friends live in Spreckelsville. They not concerned about safety, they concerned about the
noise. It’s always the case, where ah, , there goes that plane again, but they got rid of that
certain plane, but it’s the noise, it’s not the safety factor. And one testifier, I remember the
testifier coming up and saying nothing should be built within a five-mile radius, but there goes
Kahului, there goes Spreckelsville, there goes everything around the airport. 1 am fortunate
where 1 got my house from my mom like Officer Tevaga said earlier. You know, I, I consider
myself very fortunate, my mom gave me one house. Now I’m in the predicament I got three
kids, who I pick to bequeath my house to. So we need projects like this so I not in a bind. To
answer your question, Councilman White, 35 percent of commuters commute from outside of
Lahaina. I think that could alleviate traffic congestion if done in the area. Thirty-five percent,
that’s what I got anyway, that’s what I remember. So we can actually alleviate traffic by building
in that area. We can give affordable housing to the people who need ‘em. We can supply work
for the workforce who’s, who’s needed of work. And it was, for a correction, it was included in
the draft Maui Island Plan on the Urban Growth Boundary, just to make a correction. It was said
earlier, it is included. And I remember the FAA had no objections and I also believe sometimes
the people gotta choose where to live and, or, or choose not to live there. I think if you put the
burden on the homeowner and you say, here’s the opportunity to own the home and you let ‘em
make a conscious decision on their effort to say, eh, I want to live there or not. I think it’s up to
the homeowner or the individual, not, not up to somebody else who’s in a different predicament,
but up to... I am fortunate I live in Paia and I fortunate I get one house but I feel for anybody
out there who doesn’t have one. I support the project. Thank you.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any questions for the testifier? Hearing none, thank you.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Nope.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Oh.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Wait.

CHAIR CARROLL: Oh, I am sorry, Mr. White. Proceed.

VICE-CHAIR WHITE: Slow finger, I guess, but. Mr. U'u, you, you mentioned that this planning has
been in the, in the works for a long, long time. We’ve had a couple of people retire since it’s
started and it’s one of my colleagues was kind enough to ask if we should put time limits on
construction or beginning of construction. Would you support us putting time limits on the time

it takes to plan these projects?

MR. U'U: Here’s a straight answer. Yes and no. And, and, and yes, yes, yes, it should to one certain
degree, but having been on the Planning Commission and see how the approval process is, I
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mean, some burden has to be taken on by the County and by saying we can get your projects
approved by one “X” amount of time. And, and we’re always fast to blame the developer but
you know and I know some projects just to get the EIS, the EAA, the EIS, I mean, they’re
starting in *05 where the EIS was completed and accepted, but at what point did they start the
EIS? So I think some of the burden has to fall on the County and not thrown back to the
developer. I mean, it’s a partnership and if...I think if the County can secure that timeline down
by saying, here, here’s a process and it’s going...put it this way, one year for my extension on my
house. How’s that one? I got a one-bedroom extension and took me one year. So how can you
tell me, you know, oh, you know, after one year you cannot build. It wasn’t on me. So,
somebody gotta come up and say, here’s the process, this is the length of time going take, and
then maybe you can come up with a time limit.

VICE-CHAIR WHITE: Yeah. I guess I wasn’t saying so much saying that we should shorten the time
that it takes to get through the process, but if it’s going to take, say six years to get an approval,
would you feel that’s it’s appropriate to give the, the developer or the owner of the property an
equal amount of time to get the project going?

MR. U'U: I might be in trouble for saying anything, but, yeah, I would agree with that.
VICE-CHAIR WHITE: Thank you. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any further questions for the testifier? Hearing none, thank you.
MR. U'U: Thank you.

CHAIR CARROLL: Ms. Haneman [sic]?

MS. HAMMAN: The next person to testify is Lucienne de Naie.

MS. de NAIE: Aloha, all. I, I feel like I've testified on this project a lot, Land Use Commission,
Planning Commission. My name is Lucienne de Naie. I’'m just testifying as a, as a citizen
observing things and I guess maybe as a person who sat through all the hearings on the GPAC
and gosh, you have a lot of choices in West Maui in terms of affordable housing projects that are
coming up. You have Pulelehua, you have Puukolii, you have Wainee, and you also have some
portions of the rest of Kaanapali 2020, the, the parts around the golf courses. I believe that
there’s a school site included in the 2020 plan, there’s a lot of kind of duplication, I guess is what
I’m bringing, bringing up here. And you folks will probably see that when you look at the land
use maps for West Maui that, you know, everybody’s basically saying the same thing, that this is
a good place to build and we need affordable housing so we’d like to do our project. And you
know, of course, they’re all right, the question is, you know, how many of these projects and how
big should each one be? And I guess I’ve just said this from the beginning, that if we’re going to
have them all, probably each of them should sort of be scaled down a little bit at least for the first
phases of them until we see how our infrastructure, our, our water, our roads and everything else
is going to support what we have; otherwise, I, I think we’re going to be looking at a nice idea on
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paper and a bad idea in reality. The other thing that I think it’s important to realize is that this
area, you know, people spoke for it in the Community Plan. One of the provisions for the West
Maui region in general was to preserve the current Conservation and State Ag District
Boundaries and especially, north of Kaanapali, was, was this, this was seen as the area that could
remain as viable farming because the land was so good. Another provision was to specifically
establish three parks. Well, this is one of them. West Maui, as some of you may know, is
probably the most deficient in large public parks as any of our planning districts, it has been for a
long time and it still is. So, where is that replacement park going to be? The citizens thought
this would be a great place for a park, it’s in the Community Plan. When a developer’s in the
Community Plan, they kind of act like it’s sacrosanct like hey, my development’s in the
Community Plan, I’m invested, you have to do something. So, I mean, when the park’s in there,
I think that we should give that some respect as well. What is going to replace that park? And
then, the, the last thing I want to point out is that when, when we’ve heard various discussions
about what the costs of the different units were going to be, I would just urge you guys to get the
facts because it may be that all these fine people that really want to buy a unit in this place, don’t
make the salaries that would enable them to do that. So, if we could get the facts about what
salary you would need to earn and I’'m not saying I know what it is or what it isn’t, but I just
think that would be a useful piece of information for you folks to make sure that what’s being
promised, since we don’t know if we’ll be dealing with Maui Land and Pine or not, is what’s
going to be delivered. And I would recommend a smaller project and you know, really looking
closely at the reality of, of all of the different facets of it. Thank you.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Ms. Cochran?

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Luci for being here. Just you
mentioned that a smaller footprint of this development would be a lot better. Was that also the
take on GPAC?

MS. de NAIE: It was actually.
COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Hm.

MS. de NAIE: But in, in the end, we debated it, I think that we...our vote was to approve everything at
full size, but when the Director went back...but there were some people that brought up this
concept and when the Director went back and this was Director Hunt, they looked at Pulelehua
and, and realized that it could be a little bit smaller. They just didn’t need all of those units,
especially because we didn’t know that, that the Hawaiian Homes--that was never brought to our
attention--so Hawaiian Homes is planning a much larger development there between this and
Kaanapali, so just look at the whole. I think if you guys can get the information and look at the
whole, you’ll sort of see...I mean, all the arguments that have been made about, you know, close
to infrastructure, Kaanapali 2020 fits all those same arguments, you know, there’s...everything
there is close to infrastructure.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Right. Thank you.
-14 -



LAND USE COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui

September 14, 2011

MS. de NAIE: You’re welcome.
COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any further questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
Ms. Hamman?

MS. HAMMAN: The next person to testify is Patricia Nishiyama.
MS. NISHIYAMA: Aloha, everyone.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Aloha, Aunty.

MS. NISHIYAMA: My name is Patricia Nishiyama, a.k.a. Aunty Patty Nishiyama, representing Na
Kupuna O Maui. Kupuna support this project because we need jobs. Families are having a hard
time in supporting their family. They’re losing their homes and everything else. This project
will also provide low-income housing and middle-income housing for our poor people. Please
support this project. We thank you very much. Mahalo.

CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Any questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank you.
COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Oh, wait! Sorry, Chair. I do.
CHAIR CARROLL: Ms. Cochran?

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Thank you. Hi, Aunty Patty, nice to see you here. Aunty, I know
you know the place names, the Hawaiian place names of the West Maui area and this being, you
know, in the Mahinahina, Kahana Iki and all this, what...do you know how that name Pulelehua
came about? And if so, do you know the meaning and why it’s given to this aina?

MS. NISHIYAMA: No. I don’t, but all I know is that it is Mahinahina, period. But you know,
everybody just take the real name out and put another name in, like Kapalua, you know? But,
we should straighten out all these names that they have been...what do you call that? They have
been taking out the old names and putting the new names in. Kapalua used to be Honokohua,
and that’s where Aunty Annie Kekona was raised, you know. And all of a sudden, it’s recognized
as Kapalua, but it would be nice if they could come back and put back all the old names, which
Lahaina Restoration is trying to, you know. So, the County should get involved in putting back
the original names. And I think that would make pono to our kupuna, who is from that...from
the past.

COUNCILMEMBER COCHRAN: Okay.. Thank you, Aunty. Thank you, Chair.

MS. NISHIYAMA: Mahalo.
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